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What's New In Microsoft Visual Studio Visualization Modeling SDK?

Domain Specific Language Tools was introduced in Visual
Studio 2012. The Domain Specific Language tools provide a
common interface for building user interfaces, data editors,
and other DSL tools. In this tutorial, you will learn how to
create a DSL designer for an existing DSL, and how to extend
the design to add a new column, which is supported by Visual
Studio 2012. This tutorial assumes that you have Visual
Studio 2012 and the Domain Specific Language Tools SDK
installed. Open Visual Studio 2012. Select File | New |
Project. In the dialog box, expand Visual C# and select Visual
C# DSL Designer. In the Name box, enter DSLDesigner, and
then select OK. Select the DSLDesigner.cs file in the Solution
Explorer and then press F5 to launch the designer. Figure 3:
Domain Specific Language Tools Designer for
DSLDesigner.cs The designer contains the built-in column for
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the name of the DSL, which is located under the DSLTester
menu. The designer also contains controls for editing the
attribute list, a console application that displays the syntax of
the DSL. To add a column, press CTRL+3 to open the
Attribute Editor. The Attribute Editor is a table containing
various attributes that are available for the designer. Figure
4: DSL Designer Attribute Editor Select DSLdesigner.xaml
from the left tree. This is the DSL designer file. In the
DSLTester.Designer.cs file, add a new field and name it
ColumnName. Edit the ColumnName property to change it
from String to StringBuilder. Edit the Type property to
change it from StringBuilder to StringBuilder. In the New
Column Wizard, choose the Attribute name, choose the
Column editor, choose the ColumnType, and then choose the
ColumnHeaderStyle. The values of the properties are shown
in the Attributes table when the designer is launched. Figure
5: Column Name in the Attributes Table In the XML example,
the DSLXML file contains the first attribute name followed by
the first attribute value. To add a column, open the
DSLDesigner.xaml file. In the DSLDesigner.xaml file, edit the
ColumnHeaderStyle property. In the Attributes table, the
column names are shown. Figure 6: Column Name in the DSL
Designer Click OK to save the DSL designer and the XML
file. To run the designer, press CTRL+F5 to launch the
console application. Figure 7: DSL Designer Console
Application The console application displays a list of all the
available DSL attributes that can be added to the DSL design.
The XML file has a sample that contains a simple DSL. To
save the XML file, click the green Save button. To edit the
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